
Overview of the TFS Website
This document is a short overview of the technology and functionality 
introduced in the 11/2025 release of the TFS website.  The foundation for 
these changes was introduced in the previous release but not leveraged.  
These changes were originally designed to help with our current tablet 
curriculum, but will prove key to our ability to simply add alternative 
platforms to the website while continuing to server our current tablet 
community.


Note that the current system is constantly evolving as we add more 
applications, external links, and respond to request from our communities 
to add additional information.  This snapshot is from 11/11/2025.


Website Entry 
There are 2 paths into the TFS website.  The front end, which is used for 
recruiting and fund raising and the backend, used for training.


Entry to the front end of the TFS website is through the Home Page and 
will be documented soon as it might be changing.


Entry to the backend TFS website is through either the Student or the 
Links for Seniors app.  These apps call the “Learning Center - Fire Tablet” 
which calls the “Learning Communities” Post or “Links App” Page which 
calls the “Links for Seniors Links” Post .  Both entry pages present the 
“Community News” Post.


Cookies 
A cookie (tfs_cohort) is defined and initialized to “Guest” in the Wordpress 
functions.php file.  When the student chooses a community in the  
“Learning Communities” Post, it routes a student to the the students 
learning community.  Upon entry to the learning community page, the 
cookie is set to that communities name.  This allows us to customize the 
students experience based on the community that they belong to.  It also 
positions us to host “Guest” participants outside of those belonging to a 
learning community if we choose to implement this; it could also be used 
as an indicator that someone entered the system from the frontend.
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Redirection 

When entering through the Student App, the “Leaning Community” Post is 
called.  Before entering the student’s learning community Post, the 
Redirection plugin is used to check if the student has previously logged in 
as part of a learning community by inspecting the value of the tfs_cohort 
cookie. If so, they are redirected to the appropriate learning community 
landing post.  If not, they are sent to the “Learning Communities” Post 
where they can choose a learning community or continue as a “Guest”.  If  
they chose to enter as a guest, they are sent to the “Links for Seniors 
Links” Post.   This is not something we currently allow but it allows us to in 
the future if we decide to.


When entering through the Links for Seniors App, the current cookie value 
is simply passed though.  If the student has previously logged in through 
the Student App their cookie will still be available for us to use to 
customize their experience.  
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Categories and Tags 
Only Posts can be assigned Categories and Tags.  


We have chosen to restrict Posts to a single Category.  The URL for Posts 
contain the Category as part of their address.  When a Post is assigned to 
multiple Categories, one of the Categories is selected as the primary and 
the others are redirected to the URL with the primary Category name.  
Note that changes to the Category will likely impact the address of the 
Post.


Current Categories 

Tags on the other hand are used to group Posts into Topics, such as 
courses, internet, reference, jusTalk, MapQuest etc.  Tags are used with 
the Post Table Pro plugin to display groups of information in various Posts 
throughout the Student and Links for Seniors Apps. 
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Current Tags 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Plugins 

The following Wordpress Plugins are used within the TFS Website:


Website Security 

The following plugins are used to implement the TFS Website security:


• Akismet Anti-spam: Spam Protection - possibly the best way in the world 
to protect your blog from spam


• Independent Analytics - User-friendly website analytics built for 
WordPress


• Jetpack - Security, performance, and marketing tools made by 
WordPress experts


• UpdraftPlus - Backup/Restore - Backup and restore: take backups 
locally


• Wordfence Security - Anti-virus, Firewall and Malware Scan


Website Functionality 

The following Plugins are used to extend Wordpress functionality:
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• Insert Pages - used to display a Post inside another post; useful for 

creating class notes Posts by including other Posts. 

• LiteSpeed Cache - High-performance page caching and site 

optimization from LiteSpeed.  Also used to clear cache if needed.  
Potential performance improvements?


• PDF Embedder - Embed PDFs straight into your posts and pages, with 
flexible width and height.


• Posts Table Pro - Display any WordPress content in an instant data table 
with powerful search, sort and filter capabilities.  Used extensively to 
display a list of content based on categories and tags; Potential 
performance improvement with lazy load?


• Redirection -  support rerouting of URL requests and manage any 301 
redirects and monitor 404 errors


• Jetpack VideoPress - High quality, ad-free video.

• Kadence Blocks – Gutenberg Blocks for Page Builder Features - Create 

custom column layouts, backgrounds, dual buttons, icons etc.

• WP Image Zoom - Add zoom effect over the an image

• WPCode Lite - add code snippets in WordPress. Insert scripts to the 

header and footer, add PHP code snippets with conditional logic.  Used 
for cookie and session variable definitions


• WPFront Scroll Top - Adds a lightweight and smooth "Scroll to Top" 
button 


• AppMySite - enables WordPress & WooCommerce users to sync their 
websites with native iOS and Android apps.  Used to build Student App.


Deactivated on production system  
(but useful in Staging to facilitate content delivery)

Many of these plugins are used to create content but not necessary at run 
time.  They should be reactivated in Staging environments


• Broken Link Checker - find and fix broken links on your entire site 

• Child Theme Configurator - used to extend Wordpress functionality 

without impacting system files such as functions.php where cookies and 
session variables are defined


• File Upload Types by WPForms - allow WordPress to accept and upload 
any file type extension or MIME type, including custom file types.


• Post Type Switcher - A simple way to change a post's type in WordPress

• Starter Templates by Kadence WP - Launch a beautiful website with the 

power of AI or using our Pre-Designed Templates.


Page  of 6 12



Overview of the TFS Website
• WappPress - WordPress mobile app plugin that makes it easy to build 

android apps for WordPress website, Used to build Link for Seniors app

• WordPress Importer - Import posts, pages, comments, custom fields, 

categories, tags and more from a WordPress export file.

• Yoast Duplicate Post - for cloning posts and pages, including the 

powerful Rewrite & Republish feature.


Potentially Removable - still investigating 

• Easy Post Types and Fields - Create custom post types, fields and 
taxonomies.  Disabled while looking for run time impacts and scanning 
for usage.


• Embed Any Document - Embed Any Document WordPress plugin lets 
you upload and embed your documents easily in your WordPress 
website.  This is used in the “Disabling Tablet Parent Control” but 
currently not working


Post Tables 

The Post Tables Pro plugin is used extensively to display lists of content 
organized by Categories and Tags, most are self explanatory.  Here is the 
current list:


• Active Community  - Lists all Posts with the “ActiveSession” Tag (not currently 
used)

• All Communities - Lists all Posts in the “Communities” Category (not currently 
used)

• Links Your Tablet - Lists all Published Posts with “Tablet Info” Tag 
(searchable)

• Fun and Games - Lists all Posts with the “Games”, “Music”, “Travel”, “Photo” 
or “Maps” Tags

• All Community News - Lists the Community News Post (not currently used)
• Courses Conference - Lists all Posts with Category “Courses” and Tag “Intro”
• Sparks - List all Published Posts with “Spark” Tag  
• Search by Category - List all Posts with a chosen Category (searchable)
• Search by Tag - Lists all Posts with a chosen Tag (searchable)
• Search Apps -  List all Published Posts with Category “apps” (searchable)
• Tablet Configuration - Lists all Posts with Category “Tablet Configuration”
• Site Documentation -  Lists all Posts with Category “Site Documentation”
• All Pages - Lists all Pages
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• All Posts - Lists all Posts (searchable)
• Courses - Lists all Posts with Category “Courses” and Tag “Intro”
• Alexa Course Lessons - Lists all Posts with Category “Courses” and Tag 

“Intro”
• Getting Started Course Lessons - Lists all Posts with Category “Courses” 

and Tag “Alexa” (uses a “Start Lesson” button)

Current Posts 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Current Posts (Continued) 

Page  of 9 12



Overview of the TFS Website

Current Posts (Continued) 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Current Pages 
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Current Pages (Continued)
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